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Future Partner, 

 

I have had the pleasure of serving as 

President of the GZL Educational 

Foundation for the last few years and 

during this time period, I’ve witnessed 

how our efforts have made the 

difference in the lives of the young 

men. 

 

Although our financial challenges 

have increased over the years our 

mission has remained simple.  Identify 

ways to inspire young people to go 

to college and work tirelessly to ease 

the burden of the rising cost of higher 

education for deserving families.  

Each year teams of volunteers 

demonstrate a commitment to the 

success of our various programs and 

this Foundation is committed to 

support those efforts. 

 

Barry Cole 

President – GZL Educational 

Foundation, Inc. 
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About Us 
 

Our youth have the innate abilities to accomplish great things in life, yet persisting achievement gaps, lack of 

guidance and hardships may deter them from reaching their full potential.  Since 2004, the GZL Educational 

Foundation, Inc. (GZL) has worked relentlessly to ensure that our youth are educated, prepared and mentored 

to achieve successes in all realms of their lives. 

The GZL Educational Foundation is a non-profit organization committed to providing education and training 

services consistent with charitable educational and economic purposes that will serve to improve the quality of 

life and living conditions for Floridians.  Since 2004, we’ve raised thousands of dollars in scholarships, grants, 

stipends and academic and other awards, in addition to facilitating the various workshops, college tours and 

other MOT activities. 

Our mission is to uplift humanity by providing opportunity through education, community development, and 

social awareness. 

We are doctors, lawyers, active duty and retired military, bankers, educators, sales professionals, accountants, 

retail managers .... we are prominent members of this community making a difference to help our youth get on 

the path of success; but we can use your help. 

Join us in the crusade to create promising paths for our young men.  A path to college.  A path to a career.  A 

path to a productive life.  

 

Defying The Odds Against Our Youth.  Help Make It Possible. 



PAGE | 4 

 

Signature Programs 

Men of Tomorrow 

Empowering the Next Generation Today, Developing Leaders of Tomorrow. 

The GZL Educational Foundation along with the Gamma Zeta Lambda Chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, 

Inc. conducts the annual Men of Tomorrow Program (MOT).  The MOT program is geared toward motivating 

and mentoring students from underserved communities to continue their education, complete high school and 

enter college.  Middle and predominantly high school students are involved in interactive workshops and 

thoughtful group discussions that include but are not limited to: 

 

In addition to workshops, MOT participants have visited the Kennedy Space Center, taken tours of colleges and 

universities throughout the southeast, as well as participated in tours of local radio stations and the St. 

Petersburg Times Forum. The workshops begin in October and will culminate in May with our annual scholarship 

program.  The annual scholarship program is held to recognize and award MOT outstanding graduating seniors 

that have exhibited noble character, leadership ability, and high scholastic aptitude and achievement. The 

Men of Tomorrow Program is funded by events such as our annual Golf Tournament and the Black and Gold 

Scholarship Ball, as well as contributions from generous individuals, organizations and companies. 

 

Program Highlights: 

MOT graduates include Keith Jacobs, Assistant Principal at Williams Magnet Middle School (Tampa, FL); 

Delatorro McNeal, author and motivational speaker; and BK Jackson, contemporary jazz recording artist 

currently attending Florida A&M University.  MOT participants have attended or currently attend universities and 

colleges including but not limited to: 

Bethune-Cookman University Florida A&M University Florida State University 

Morehouse College United States Naval Academy University of Florida 

University of Notre Dame University of South Florida Washington University 

  

FCAT/ACT/SAT 
Test Preparation 

Study Skills 
College 

Preparation 
Financial Aid 

Goal Setting 
Exercises  

Career 
Planning 

Interview 
Preparation 

Time 
Management 

Financial 
Responsibility & 
Management 
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Project Alpha 

 

 

 

National Service Partners 

 Activating their membership to raise awareness 

 Inspiring others to get involved 

 Implementing community programs for women and families 

A 20-year Collaboration  

For more than 20 years, the men of Alpha Phi Alpha have been working with the staff and volunteers of 

the March of Dimes Birth Defects Foundation, taking Project Alpha to hundreds of communities and 

thousands of teen males. Alpha Phi Alpha and the initiation of Project Alpha began in the late 70s in 

Chicago by the Brothers of Iota Delta Lambda. The relationship with the March of Dimes came later in 

1982, which led to the program becoming a national program. Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. chapters all 

across the country worked with their local March of Dimes to implement Project Alpha programs. Project 

Alpha week is the first week of November. This program reaches more than 25,000 young men every 

year. 

Locally, the GZL Educational Foundation has funded Project Alpha events here in the Tampa Bay area and 

has attracted thousands of students through the years. With your help, we can make the 2013 Project 
Alpha effort a tremendous success. 

WalkAmerica 

Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity has been a national WalkAmerica team since 1998. 

In addition to Project Alpha, March for Babies® serves as an example of the Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, 

Inc. - March of Dimes partnership. In the last 5 years, Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity chapters have raised 

over $1 million for the March of Dimes. 

 

What does it mean to be a partner? 

March of Dimes national service partners are clubs, organizations, fraternities, sororities and labor groups 

who have chosen the March of Dimes as a community partner to implement mission programs, participate 

in fundraising campaigns and recruit additional volunteers to help. 

 

http://www.marchofdimes.com/default.html
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Events 

Black & Gold Scholarship Ball 
 

Each year the GZL Educational Foundation hosts an annual gala in the Tampa Bay area appropriately titled the 

Black and Gold Scholarship Ball.  The Ball culminates a year of fundraising activities by the Foundation and 

showcases the talents and accomplishments of the young men who have participated in the Men of Tomorrow 

Mentoring Program.  The graduating seniors from this program also compete for scholarships through a 

combination of academic performance, extracurricular activities, essay-writing and overall contribution to the 

program.  Over the last few years, the Foundation has presented thousands of dollars in scholarships, book 

stipends and laptop computers to deserving students to help further their educational pursuits.  Each year, the 

goal is set to provide even more scholarships with the help of your donations. 

This formal event which is held in conjunction with 

the local chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity Inc. 

annually draws over 300 supporters and guests 

including several local dignitaries and is hosted by 

prominent television and radio personalities.  The 

most recent ball featured a guest appearance and 

speech by Tampa Mayor Bob Buckhorn who 

officially proclaimed May 12, 2012 as "Gamma Zeta 

Lambda Black and Gold Ball Day."   

In addition to the overwhelming show of support 

from the community at large, this event has also 

been co-sponsored by some of the most prominent 

charitable businesses with a presence in the Tampa 

Bay area including Walmart, Fifth Third Bank, Head 

Start, Ogletree Deakins law firm, Regions Bank and the 

Tampa Bay Lightning professional hockey club to name a few.  Through the generous support of our partners 

and friends, the Black and Gold Scholarship Ball has distinguished itself as one of the premier events of its kind. 

 

 

      
 

From Left to Right: Mayor Bob Buckhorn, Mistress of Ceremonies: Deiah 

Riley and husband Dave Raybon, Chapter President Bruce Curry 

Mayor Buckhorn at 

the podium 

From Left to Right: Chapter President Bruce Curry, 

Morehouse College President Robert Franklin and First Lady 

 

Scholarship Award 

Recipients 
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Teen Summit 
 

The GZL Educational Foundation in collaboration with the local chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity conducts 

the “Teen Summit.” The Teen Summit is a weekend of educational activities in which co-ed teams from local 

middle and high schools gather for a full day filled with success and goal-setting workshops.  Activities include: 

 A fun and exciting three-on-three basketball tournament and Non-Greek step show. 

 Educational forums hosted by subject matter experts and instructors from a variety of fields. 

 Valuable information on college preparedness and the importance of higher education by 

representatives of colleges and universities from across the state. 

The teams square off in a “Brain Bowl” competition to test their knowledge in the relevant topics covered 

during the summit with winners receiving prizes and a trophy recognizing their accomplishment.  Evening 

activities have included a three-on-three basketball elimination tournament featuring boys and girls teams from 

all over Central Florida.  The final evening kicks off with a Step Show steeped in the African American tradition 

of synchronized stepping.  Teams are judged in the areas of originality, syncopation and audience response 

and the winners receive cash prizes and trophies but most of all bragging rights until the following year. 

The Teen Summit provides an outstanding forum to connect with our youth and can only happen with the 

tireless efforts of our volunteers and the generous donations from our loyal foundation supporters. 
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Alpha Open Scholarship Golf Classic 
 

 

Alpha Open Scholarship Golf Classic is an exciting full day of golf and camaraderie in support of the 

foundation’s youth scholarship program. All proceeds from this event go directly to the GZL Educational 

Foundation with the sole purpose of funding our youth scholarship fund to benefit our leaders of tomorrow.  

This event has been held for over ten (10) years at some of the finest Tampa area golf and country clubs 

including Lexington Oaks, Hunter’s Green and Pebble Creek.  

Highlights of this event include morning refreshments, appreciation gifts along with team and individual awards 

for players that are presented at a special awards luncheon. 

Another feature of this special event is the introduction of the game of golf to our Men of Tomorrow program 

participants. For many of these young men, this is a rare opportunity for them to experience the game of golf 

for the first time. Each MOT student is able to receive free golf lessons from an actual golf pro which is made 

possible through the generous donations of our sponsors and individual donors.  

This event provides outstanding sponsorship opportunities for individual and corporate donors. In addition to 

sponsoring our MOT students, there are several partner levels that feature: 

 Golf Teams 

 Banners 

 Tee Box signage 

 Website presence 

 Awards Luncheon Special Recognition 
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Our Youth 

A path to college.  A path to a career.  A path to a productive life. 

Derrell Thompson 

 
 

Freshman, University of West Florida 

 

Joining the MOT program wasn’t my first thought going into my Junior year. The 

thought of spending my Saturday’s at workshops, and participating in scheduled 

events like bowling competitions and Greek games surely were not a priority of 

mine at the time, but after attending the first meeting I thought, “This might not 

be so bad.” My mom also helped me realize I needed to be a part of a “club”, 

and that being around the successful mentors in the group might help me with 

missing my dad who is serving 5 years in prison. 

  

I quickly realized that she was right and learning from a great group of men 

wouldn’t be such a bad idea. Being in a single parent household I hadn’t had 

many male influences in my life yet, and the MOT leaders have proven that there 

are still dedicated and responsible men in this world. I have learned to take 

responsibility for my actions and manage my time more efficiently. 

  

Due to the “Back to the future College Tour”, I have been introduced to brighter 

horizons. I had the opportunity to get free SAT & FCAT prep, apply for scholarships 

I qualified for, and be around young men that brought me out of my element, I 

consider myself blessed… 

  

Thank you to everyone who has contributed in any way, shape, or form. Your 

efforts have really made a huge impact on my life as I’m sure it did with all the 

other MOT’s. 

 
 

 

 

 

Eric Whitehead 

 
 

Freshman, University of Florida 

 

 

 

 

 

This was my first year participating in the Men of Tomorrow program and I 

must say it wasn’t time wasted. I am very thankful and honored to have 

been a part of such a special program encouraging young brothers like 

myself to be successful in life. The program ensured we had fun while also 

continuously learned every step of the way. The Saturday meetings were 

early and long, but I am thankful for the SAT Math & Reading prep taught by 

Mr. Bryant and Mr. Evelio. With the help of these instructors and tutors, I was 

able to get answers to questions I had in my current classes, as well as, 

accomplish an SAT score of 1475. 

 

The "Back to the Future" College Tour was my favorite part of the program. 

We got a chance to travel for a couple of days and visit several great 

universities & historical sites. Along with us on the tour are the Sons of Allen 

AME Church. We had a chance to hang out, got along great, and enjoyed 

the trip together...they were a cool group of guys. 

 

I am also thankful for my MOT brothers, really a great group of gentlemen: 

Matthew, Sam, & Miles just to mention a few; we were always laughing and 

having a good time together. Last but not least, I want to thank Mr. Paul, the 

head of the MOT program, for all the hard work he has done for us this year 

and making all of this possible. I will definitely recommend and encourage 

other young males to join this program; as I did with my younger brother 

who will be participating in the program next year. 
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Partner Program 

Turning The Gaps For Our Youth Into Bridges – You Can Make It Possible! 

By becoming a partner, you fuel the heart of our mission which is to educate, prepare and mentor young men 

which provides pillars to promising paths.  With this critical support, we can help our youth overcome obstacles 

stacked against them and motivate leaders of today and tomorrow. 

Our corporate and community partners provide vital support to fund our programs, annual events and 

individual scholarship awards.  Whether your company is looking for engaging audiences in targeted markets, 

launching a cause marketing opportunity or demonstrating your dedication to the GZL Educational Foundation 

in a significant fashion, GZL offers multiple opportunities to grow your brand presence. 

We strive to meet the needs of our corporate/community partners in a variety of ways.  The benefits of being a 

corporate/community partner may include but are not limited to: 

 

 

Over time, more benefits accrue.  These include seeing the young men grow into young adults and advancing 

to new statures in their lives—whether graduating from high school, or college, they were empowered to 

achieve by means of your support. 

For more information, please visit our web site to learn more about our programs, how to get involved, and how 

GZL and your organization may become partners to create promising paths for our youth.  A path to college.  

A path to a career.  A path to a productive life. 

Thanks to You, It’s Possible! 

 

Event Branding Opportunities 

Digital Marketing Opportunities 

Co-branding and Joint Marketing Campaigns and Initiatives 

Brand Recognition via Social Media Outlets 

Brand Recognition via Email Newsletters 

Exclusive Release Series of GZL Foundation Updates and Milestones 

Complimentary Event Ticket(s) 



PAGE | 11 

 

Partner Levels 
 

 

*Partner Profile includes: Company Ad, 80 word count description, and Company URL  

  

Financial Contribution: 
$3,000+ 

 

-Memorabilia Package 

-VIP Table at Signature Ball 

-Homepage Partner  
Profile* 

-Logo on Partner Page 
(URL) 

-Logo on Event Banners 

-Logo & Listing in Event 
Programs 

-Exclusive: Quarterly 
Update on Program 
Milestones (1-2 pgs) 

-Recognition on E-
Newsletters (URL) 

-Social Media Mentions 
(Facebook & Twitter) 

-End of Year Summary 
Report 

-Co-branding and Joint 
Marketing Campaigns and 
Initiatives 

Financial Contribution: 
$1,500-$2,999 

 

-Memorabilia Package 

-4 Signature Ball Tickets 

-Home/Get Involved 
Webpages - 2nd Level 
Partner Logo Placement 

-Listed on Partner 
Webpage (URL) 

-Listed in Event Programs 
(Scholarship Ball, Golf 
Classic, Teen Summit) 

-Recognition on E-
Newsletters (URL) 

-Social Media Mentions  
(Facebook & Twitter) 

-End of Year Summary 
Report 

Financial Contribution: 
$500-$1,499 

 

-Memorabilia Package 

-2 Signature Ball Tickets 

-Listed on Partner 
Webpage (URL link) 

-Listed in Event Programs 
(Scholarship Ball, Golf 
Classic, Teen Summit) 

-Social Media Mentions 
(Facebook & Twitter) 

-End of Year Summary 
Report 
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Digital Marketing Opportunities 

 

  

Homepage Partner Profile 

Homepage 2nd Level Partner Logo Placement 

Silver Level – 2nd Level Partner Logo Placement 

Company Ad, 80 word count description, and Company URL 

 
AD/IMAGE SPECIFICATIONS: 

Partner Profile Image: 780px X 400px 
Partner Logo Placement: 118px X 70px 

72 dpi 
Format: JPEG 
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Hear From Our Partners 
 

 

 

 

“We were proud to sign on as Platinum Sponsors of this year’s Black and Gold 

Scholarship Ball because we recognize the importance of programs like these in 

our community. We are a law firm with a nationwide presence, but through 

partnerships with organizations like the GZL Educational Foundation we can 

help open the doors of opportunity for high school students within the various 

communities we serve. Our hope is that these young men will be inspired to 

further their education and follow their dreams to become attorneys, doctors, 

teachers and scientists or whatever field captures their imaginations.” 
 

Barnett Brooks, Esq. Managing Shareholder – Tampa Office 

Ogletree, Deakins, Nash, Smoak & Stewart (Labor and Employment Law Firm) 

 

 

 
“As the CEO of a professional sports franchise and former Chief Executive of a 

large non-profit organization focused on teaching life skills to at-risk youth, I’ve 

had the opportunity to see how sports can inspire a community to come 

together to make a difference in the lives of young people. That’s why we have 

supported the GZL Educational Foundation and the Men of Tomorrow program.  

I’ve witnessed first-hand how mentoring programs such as these can positively 

impact the lives of the families they serve.” 

 
Tod Leiweke, Chief Executive Officer 

Tampa Bay Sports and Entertainment 

(Home of the Tampa Bay Lightning and Tampa Bay Storm) 

 

 

       Partners Making a Difference 
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Contact Information 
 

PROGRAMS 

Name: Barry Cole 

Title: President, GZL Education Foundation, Inc. 

Email: bcole@gzleducationalfoundation.org 

Phone: 813-971-4383 

 

EVENTS 

Name: Keith Harris 

Title: Board Member 

Email: kharris@gzleducationalfoundation.org 

Phone: 813-352-9114 

 

PARTNER PROGRAM 

Name: Alphonse Stewart 

Title: Board Member 

Email: astewart@gzleducationalfoundation.org 

Phone: 813-971-4383 

 

GENERAL INQUIRIES 

Email: info@gzleducationalfoundation.org 

Website: www.gzleducationalfoundation.org 

Phone: 813-971-4383 

 

CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS: 

GZL Educational Foundation, Inc. 
P.O. Box 82102 

  Tampa, FL 33682-2102 

mailto:bcole@gzleducationalfoundation.org
mailto:kharris@gzleducationalfoundation.org
mailto:astewart@gzleducationalfoundation.org
mailto:info@gzleducationalfoundation.org
http://www.gzleducationalfoundation.org/

